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intentions were known to his former master. The alarm
therefore of that pusillanimous prince was extreme, and
Mirabeau among others was consulted as to the best
way of meeting the danger.

He suggested, or approved of the suggestion, that
Monsieur should present himself before the municipal
authorities and disclaim all complicity with Eavras, and
he composed for him a grandiloquent phrase exalting
the advantages conferred by the Revolution on prince
and people alike, since the royal power was the bulwark
of liberty, and the liberty of the people the surest
foundation of the Monarchy. The municipality was
flattered that the king's brother should pay such a
tribute to their authority, and Bailly hailed the prince
as the founder of political equality.

Mirabeau would have had the Count of Provence use
the popularity thus gained to force his way into power.
He wrote a paper for him, in which, after showing that
the interests of the king and of the nation were identical,
and that moderate men of all parties would rally round
the throne as soon as they were convinced that the
Government honestly meant to check both anarchy and
reaction, the Count was to ask his brother to place him
at the head of a ministry pledged to carry out such a
policy. Monsieur's courage failed when the time came
to place the paper in the king's hands. He was aware
that he was neither liked nor trusted at Court. " He
has," wrote Mirabeau, " the timidity as well as the
innocence of a child." " Innocence " was surely super-
fluous in a confidential letter.

By the end of January he was convinced that
nothing was to be hoped from the Count of Provence.